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Three Reasons to Choose an 
AS9100D Certified Supplier

By Scott Kearns, ElastaPro

AS9100D is a standard that specifies quality management 
system (QMS) requirements for the aviation, space, and defense 
industries. It combines ISO 9001:2015 QMS requirements with 
quality requirements used by the FAA, NASA, and DoD. Achieving 
and maintaining AS9100D certification isn’t easy, and it requires 
accreditation and periodic auditing by an authorized organization.

Gasket fabricators who want to serve the aviation, space, and 
defense industries need to determine how AS9100D applies to 
them. Does your company need to have an AS9100D certification 
so that it can supply a specific original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM)? Maybe you’ll fabricate parts for second-tier or third-
tier supplier instead. If that’s the case, are you covered by your 
customer’s cert?

Increasingly, OEMs are seeking greater visibility across the entire 
supply chain. That extends all the way to materials manufacturers, 
some of whom are AS9100 certified. For example, ElastaPro 
recently became AS9100 certified to strengthen our ability to 
supply spec-grade silicones to customers in aviation, space, and 
defense.

Why choose an AS9100D certified supplier? Consider quality, 
consistency, and traceability.

Quality
Quality is about more than making a good product. It’s about 
making a product that meets requirements. An AS9100D certified 
supplier has a quality management system (QMS) that enables 
it to meet requirements, including regulations and industry 
standards. If you’re fabricating gaskets from AA-59588 silicones, 
did you buy them from a materials manufacturer that truly met 
the spec? 

Consistency
An AS9100D certified supplier provides consistent products. Every 
batch or lot of materials meets requirements and is thoroughly 
tested. Even the way that materials are stored, packaged, and 
shipped is done in accordance with the QMS and performed 
consistently. If you’re not buying spec-grade materials from an 
AS9100D certified supplier, are there significant batch-to-batch 
variations?

Traceability
Traceability is critical for aviation safety, supply chain visibility, and 
combatting counterfeit parts. It requires documentation, which an 
AS9100D certified supplier can readily provide. Traceability helps 
you to reduce risk, but it can also help you with supplier selection 
and evaluation. Ultimately, it can also give you a competitive 
advantage in the marketplace.
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